MARK D. BARNHILL

QOur profile today is of our favorite “snow bird”, Mark Barnhill. Mark shows up
just after Thanksgiving and becomes a very active Chordsman until the end of
March at which time he disappears just as suddenly as he arrived. When here he
may be found in a quartet and introducing others into the world of quartetting.
April through November finds him on Put-In-Bay island in Lake Erie where he and
his wife Barbie run a B & B called The Vineyard and they do indeed have a
producing vineyard that requires Mark’s services from April through the
September/October harvest. (If you ask Mark real nice he might let you come up
and pick grapes in his vineyard.)

Mark was born in Cleveland, Ohio to Clarence and Ellen Barnhill. Mark’s father
was a true aviation pioneer and he had a profound impact on the life of his son
Mark.

Clarence was from Athens, Ohio and he entered the air service during WW L. He
became a 2™ Lt. in the Army Air Corps serving in England and Italy with pilots
from those countries. This was an amazing adventure that included some of the
earliest night bombing. He returned from the war to end all wars and completed his
education at Ohio University. It was at OU that he met and married Ellen Baer. He
had joined the National Guard upon returning home and he remained active in the
Guard. He established Aircraft Services, Inc. at Lakefront Airport in Cleveland,
Ohio, a business that survives to this day. He was called to active duty one year
before Pearl Harbor and was a leader in growing the Army Air Corps to the force it
became in WW II and eventually to the United States Air Force,

Mark and his sister Carolyn were Army brats and from grades 1-6 Mark attended
schools all over the United States. The family settled back in Ohio after the war and
Mark attended school and graduated from Olmstead Falls High School. After High
School he headed for Bowling Green University.

Mark learned to fly at age 12 and was licensed to do so at age 17. He knew forever
that his career was to be with the USAF and college was a stepping-stone to earning
a commission in the Air Force. He majored in Geology at Bowling Green and was a
member of Phi Kappa Tau fraternity. He and his brothers formed a strong bond
that still holds. Mark and his brothers have a reunion annually and Mark is always
in attendance at the reunion. He hated high school but loved college and the
difference was his fraternity and ROTC, both of which fit Mark like a glove.

During the summers of his freshman and sophomore years at Bowling Green, Mark
had a job as a cab driver on Put-in-Bay Island. Being an alert young man, he
observed an attractive local girl riding a bicycle on the island and he made it his
business to make her acquaintance. Barbie Yenney was from a family on the island
that had been in the winery business for generations and that also snited Mark just
fine. For some reason or other Barb decided she would also attend Bowling Green






