DICK GEIGER

Did you know we had a CHORDSMAN with enough Barbershop honors to
nicely cover a wall? Very impressive!!! He made a habit of collecting a program
from each show in which he performed and there is quite a stack. Istopped
counting at a hundred but he sang in a lot of great shows and shared the stage with
some wonderful quartets. Dick Geiger accomplished a lot in his Barbershop career
and he had a lot of fun in the process.

Michael Geiger was born and raised in Newark, New Jersey where he met,
courted and married another Newark girl named Nettie. Michael was a commercial
artist. Michael and Nettie moved to Bound Brook, New Jersey after they were wed
and started a family that eventually included four boys and four girls, the very last
of which was Dick Geiger.

Dick went to school in Bound Brook and when he graduated from High
School he went to work for the Johns Manville Corporation in the Asbestos
Research Center. In his job he regularly handled loose asbestos in what was a very
hazardous environment. We had no knowledge of the dangers in those days and
thankfully Dick has not had a problem.

At age 19 and working at Johns Manville, he joined the Plainfield, New
Jersey Barbershop Chapter. It did not take long for him to get in a quartet. His
first quartet was “The Antics”. These guys had a lot of fun and were a very
entertaining quartet.

Duty called however and he joined the Army where he studied the Chinese
language (Mandarin), and he was assigned to the Army Security Agency serving on
Okinawa for 18 months as a translator. He sang in a trio while in Okinawa. The
trio took first place in the Army talent contest for the Asia Pacific area. This guy
could sing! Leaving the Army he returned to his old job and his old chapter in
Plainfield, New Jersey.

“The Antics” had acquired a new Bass when Dick went to the Army so when
he returned he organized a new quartet called the “Rocker Tunes”. Oldsmobile and
its’ Rocket V-8 engine were the inspiration for the quartet name, They won the
Mid-Atlantic District championship in 1961 and appeared in a lot of shows. One of
his programs is from the show at a neighboring chapter of Westfield, New Jersey
where a youngster named Wally Bader was a member.

Plainfield also has a Sweet Adelines chapter that often appeared on the same
shows with the Barbershoppers. Dick noticed that some of these Sweet Ads always
showed up to heckle when the “Rocket Tones™ were performing. He particularly
noticed a cute lead named Ann Marie and soon they were married.

One of the “Rocket Tones” was transferred so the quartet broke up. About
this time a quartet from Long Island called “The Townsmen” lost their Bass and
seeking the very best replacement, they invited Dick to join them. A member of the
quartet assisted Dick in getting a job with Nibco, a Long Island company, and the
Geigers moved to Long Island. Dick spent the rest of his business career selling
plumbing supplies in New York City and Long Island while living in Plainview.

“The Townsmen™ was a terrific quartet that included another member of the
Cape Fear Chordsmen, Ed Waesche, as baritone. “The Townsmen” won their






